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Famous in their generations or not: We remember those who are gone

As Memorial Day approached | was drawn to a
passage from Ecclesiasticus 44:Iff. The writer calls
us to praise those who rabeen "famous in their
generations. There were those who ruled... wise in
their instructions. Those who composed musical
tunes... Rich people furnished with resources... All
these were honored in their generations, and were
the glory of their times. Ther@e some of them
who have left a name, so that people declare their
praise.

"And there are some who have no memorial,
who have perished as though they had not lived;

they have become as though they had not been born,

and so have their children after thelfut these
were people of mercy, whose righteous deeds have
not been forgotten; their prosperity will remain with
their descendents, and their inheritance to their
children's children... their name lives to all
generations... the congregation proclaingsrth
praise."”

May our appreciation for those who have gone

before us grow each day, and may we too become a

people of mercy.

Y Blessings, David

Two rising stars among our graduates

TheCape Cod Timesamed two of our
confirmands as amongsiRising AllStar
graduating high school seniors:

Ken Eldredge, who will graduate from Cape Cod
Regional Technical High School, plans to study
nursing next fall at Nazareth College in Rochester,
N.Y. This year he did a senior project on Tourette's
syndrone. As well as school work, Ken works as an
aide at Pleasant Bay Nursing and Rehabilitation
Center and took on additional duties at home after
his mother, Bettywas injured.

"Always strive to be the best you caand more.
That's a pretty good way of ping it, | think," is his
advice.

Brittany Langlois, who will graduate from
Chatham High School, served as gptanner for
the No Prom for the Homeless, a fundraising event
for the past two years. Brittany has now logged in
over 1000 hours of communiggervice work in
Chatham. Two years ago she accompanied an
ecumenical church youth group to help victims of
Hurricane Katrina.

This fall Brittany will enter Wheelock College's
honors program where she looks forward to
continuing her community service. Sisea
daughter of Ron and Diane Langlois.

"It's not what others think of you, it's what you
think of you," is Brittany'sageadvice.



News of the congregation

Prayer concerns

Alayne Tsigas

Anne Anderson

Bernie Town

Joe Eldredge

Magdalene Law

Pota Meier

Bob Morgan

Marge Upson

Mark Zibrat

Marie Benninger (Lucy Zibrat's mother)
Carson Palfenier (Jay Stahl's grandson)
Those who have experienced loss and those
who help them rebuild in Haiti and in Chile.

Women's Guild picnic June 9

The Women's Guild picnic W be held on Wed.,
June 9 at noon at Sally Williams' house at 8 Chase
St., West Harwich. Please bring a sandwich, crusts
removed, cut into four. Beverages will be served.

June 20 is Blankets+ Sunday

On SundayJune 20 please give generously to
the Chuch World Service's Blankets+ program.

This prograndesignates money for blankets,
tents, tools, wells and food. This year we want to
direct our efforts to provide tents. People in
Haiti desperately need shelters now that the rainy
season is about to staFor $175 we can provide a
shelter kit that includes a famibized tent, ground
sheet, plastic sheet, iron poles and blankets. We
have set a goal of 10 shelter kits. Last year our
church was successful in raising sufficient money to
provide three wells.

Look for the envelope and information in this
Carillon and in the church pews. The Missions
Committee counts on you to help us achieve our
goal.

Volunteers needed for refreshment

stand on July 3during parade

Volunteers are once again needed to hélhe
Fourth of July Parade Refreshment Starte stand
opens at 8 a.m. on Saturday, July 3 and closes at t
end of the parade. Many look forwardthe sale of
thecoffee, donuts, soda, and water. Pleasdact
Sharyn Seasholtz 4820622 to voluntee

Annual Summer Fair & Yard Sale, July

12 and 13- it's right around the corner!

Donations andolunteersareneeded fothe
Church Summer Fair ofiues., July 13rom 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. The préair yard sale will be held on
Mon., July12 from 9 a.m. t@ p.m.

Your donations and help are needed once again
to make this a successful event. Listed below are tl
chairpersons you may contact to make your
donations, for more information or to volunteer
your help.

Antiques & CollectiblesDel Archibald, 9451513
andDot Fehrle 9458034

Baked GoodsAllison Kaar, 9452848 and Beth
Eldredge, 948,537

Books:Mary Ann Gray, 9457015

Jewelry:Pat Duffy, 9458951

Homemade craftsMarie Becker, 948775
Outside VendorsSharyn Seasholtz, 43%22
Yard SaleJay Sahl, 9452491

For more information call Marie and Bob
Becker, 9453775.
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Dianne Semsel at last April's Women's Guild Tea.



Ken Eldredge departwith thanks
We welcomeSydney Whitcombto

Sunday nursery

In April, our faithful nursery aide Ken Eldredge
resigned. He served in that position for four years
and never missed a Sunday. Ken hopes to pursue a
career in nursing and has taken a position at
Pleasant Bay Rehabilitation facility where he works
on Sundays. We will miss him and send him out
with our blessings.

Ken was named an Outstanding Senior by the
Cape Cod TimedHe is also an outstanding
person!Brittany Langlois, one of our church's
former confirmands, was also named as
anOutstanding Senior. Congratulations to both of
these young people.

We andthe little ones in the nursery are indeed
fortunate to have Sydney Whitcomb as our new
nursery aide. Sydney attends Chatham High School
where she is an excellent student. She is an avid
dancer and has taken dance since she was three
years old. You may reember that she was the
lovely angel/ballerina in the 2008 Christmas
pageant. She has also played on the soccer and
tennis teams.

Sydney was confirmed last June and | was her
mentor. | can attest to her wonderful character and
her loving heart. The littlenes love her already.
Please feel assured that your children will be in very
capable hands. Welcome Sydney!

Y Miriam Erickson

CECH cards: An easy way to

prevent homelessness

In my hand are two pretty plastic cards with a
strawberry on each onkpurchased eaabf these
gift cards for $100. | can now go to Shaw's where |
shop forfood and buy $200 worth of groceries.
With no effort at all, $10 will go to the Chatham
Ecumenical Council for the Homeless (CECH).
You may also purchase gift cards faurchases at
Stop & Shop. Since we all have to buy food, why
not buy your gift cards from Tom Da8&ive
percent willautomatically help those who are in a
crisis. Many have lost jobs, and/or their health, and
are in dire need. This a hand up, not a hartdIb
folks are able to stay in their homes or apartments

they will someday be able to pay it forward. | work
in the same building as the Homeless Prevention
Center in Orleans, and | have seenirand the
true gifts thatare given to our "neighbors eed."

Did you know that Alison Kaar is now axhair
of the Board at CECH? Yes, our dynanafoir
member and friend Alisois serving our
community in a vital way.

Y Miriam Erickson

God Is Still Speaking

Several months ago Karen McPherson
introduced many of us to the Still Speaking Daily
Devotional which is a free service provided by Our
Church's Wider Mission. Those receiving this have
found it inspirational. Of particular interest is a
recent devotional based on Psalm 48. The bottom
line of the message was "HOW LONG HAS IT
BEEN SINCE YOUTHANKED GOD FOR YOUR
CHURCH?"The article closed with this prayer:

Gracious God, thank you for First
Congregational Church. | pray for its continued
success in teaching children and adults about the
God made kown to us in Jesus and as we feed the
hungry, clothe the naked, care for the sick and
imprisoned, set captives free and break unjust bonu
of oppression for all God's children. | ask your
continued blessings and fresh vision for our pastors
David and Jog#h, for our church staff, Amy and
Judy, and our church leaders and for the United
Church of Christ. This | ask in Jesus' name. Amen.




"Ring the bell" in the Carillon

As testimony to the acataation that God is Still
Speaking in and through our congregaithe
council would like to suggest that members
celebrate the touching ways in which other
congregants share their gifts. We would like to
share the good news of how our individual members
make a difference in the life of another in the living
practiceof their gifts.Through a short recognition
in the Carillon, you can chime in and ring the bell
for someone who has demonstrated his or her
distinctive gifts.
This month:

Ring the bell for Ethan Hanley. Ethan prepared,
set up and manned the lemonade stamthe
church lawn all day on the Saturday of Spring Fling.
Ring the belfor Beverly Collins. At the Pentecost
Birthday Supper, Beverly came to the kitchen and
was instrumental washing and putting way the
dishes and cutlery. Unsolicited, she was a drekt
to the committee.

Who will you ring the bell for next month?

God is still speaking to us monthoy-

month

As we look around in our church, we realize
that God continuously speaks to us, amongst us
and through us:
December
We praised God with our Cstmas Pageant.
Thanks, Evelyn.
We held our Cookie Express. Thanks everyone.
Our Pleasant Bay ChildrenOs Choir thrilled us.
Thanks, Joe.
Dove Tree was emptied. Thanks, Beth.
We filled over 80 Shoe Boxes. Thanks, Amy and
everyone else.
January
Spiritual Gahering of Women was held. Thanks,
Miriam.
Care Packages for Jeremy Flynn were filled. Thanks
everyone.
Food From the Heart Drive. Thanks everyone.
Our upbeat Annual Meeting. Thanks Karen.
February
Come In From the Cold Retreat. Thanks Anne and
Dawn.

Rememler the candles of Joy, Hope, Courage,
Peace, Grace and Love.

Ash Wednesday Service. Thanks to all participants
Lenten Wednesday Eveningshanks Joe, Amy,
Cynthia, Miriamand David.

March

World Day of Prayer. Thanks WomenOs Guild.
GO GO JonahThanks Amyand our children.
Deepening Our Faith. Thanks, David.

April

WomenOs Guild Tea at Park Place.

Earth Day Cleatup. Thanks Kathy, Autum Ethan,
Jason, Carol, Maribelnd Harry.

May

Chicago Lyric Opera Chorus. Thanks, Joe.
Pentecost Birthday Bash. Thanks $cikiathy and
Mission Committee.

Thanks to our choir for its service and outstanding
music.

And:

Thanks to Judy for her efficiency and willing spir

at all times in seeing thate Carillon gets to us all.
Thanks to Debra for her helpfulness, patieaia®
professionalism in editinthe Carillon.

Thanks to the Ruth Committee for its welcoming at
recent services.

Thanks to our boards and committees that continue
to meet monthly to plan and serve.

Thanks to you and you and you for all you do to
make our chrch life so meaningful.

One could go on and on. God is speaking every
day in so many ways that one could never include
everyone that He uses as His voice. So each of you
is invited to send your words of praise or
encouragement for a regul@arillon feaure of
OGod is Still Speaking.O Use examples within our
congregation and examplgsu see around you. It
uplifts us all to be reminded of our wonderful
people and the wonders around us.
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Psalm 104: 33




Group departs for lona June 10

"Our whole lives are pilgrimages"
"When your ship, long moored in the harbor,
gives you the illusion of being a houseut out to
sea! Save your boat's journeying soul, and youm
pilgrim soul, cost what it may."
Helder Camara, Brazilian Archbishop

On June 10, 12 women will "put out in "air' to

save our journeying souls." Dawn and | are leading

a pilgrimage todna,that speck of an island off the
coastof Scotland: a gem in the oceashell, sad,
soil, grassland, heath, roekd sea.

After going there twice with a group of women
from this church and still longing to return, Dawn
and | decided to organize alehd a group
ourselves. Last fall we held an informational

meeting and we were amazed at the attendance! The

parlor was full' By the end of the evening, we had
depositan hand, reserving space for Wdmen to
go to lona inJune Here are our pilgrims:

llene Bendas, Stephania McClennan, Cecilie
Brown, Mary Rosenbaclenise Bonenfant
GaunyaKaren Tolley,Janice HumeRose

Wagner Harriet Larson and Anne Wormer.

Last month we met to get better acquainted, read

The Art of Pilgrimagdoy Philip Cousineau and
began teexplore Celtic Spirituality. Right before we
leave Mary Anne Dennison has graciously invited
all the pilgrims, past and present, to meet at her
home for a Feast for Hungry Pilgrims.

Cousineau writes, fileach of us there is a
wanderer, a gypsy pilgrim... a longing to learn

more about what is most sacred to us." The truth is

you really don't have to go anywhere to be a
pilgrim. A pilgrimage is often an outer journey but

essentially it is an inner one. "What matters most on
your journey,"hesays, "is how deeply you see, how
attentively you hear, how richly your encounters are

felt in your heart and soul.”
Our whole lives are pilgrimages and what
matters most is how we live so that we connect

more deeply and intentionally with God, our deeper

selves and our relationships. So in some very real

sense we are all in this together and Dawn and | ask

that you pray for us, as we will be praying for you.
Please be with us in spirit and intention as we will
be with you. And as John Donahue writes & hi

book,Bless This Space Between Uday you
travel in an awakened wagathered wisely into
your innerground that you may not waste the
invitationswhich wait along the way to transform
you."
Peace to all pilgrims everywhere,
Y Anne and Dawn

Sunnyside up
How do you want yourCarillon?

The church is trying to find more efficient and
less epensive ways of communicating with its
members and friends. One area we are looking at i
the expense of printing and mailing a monthly
Carillon. We do not anticipate that we will
discontinue mailing th€arillon to anyone who
wishes to receive it by maiDn the other hand, if
another, less expensive method suits you, we will
look to implement alternative delivery for those
members/friends. By the way, the curr@atrillon
is always available at
www.chathamcongregational.ord you decide to
receive theCarillon electronically, issues would be
sent directly to your email. Questions may be
directed to Karen McPherson or Scott Hanmlto

Carillon Survey
Please check one of the three options below
indicating how you would like to rese the
Carillon in the uture: email mail
pick up at church
Name
Address

Email

Please return this survey tbe church at your
earliest convenience using one of the following
methods:

1.Putin offering date

2.Drop off at the churchfbce

3.Mail to the ¢wurch (650 Main St Chatham
MA 02633)

4.Email your response to thaurch with the
subject CARILLON SURVEY
(office@chathamcongregational.prg



Notes from the moderator
My faith --
A letter to Ainsley

Last night, when | said that today was Pentecost,
my daughter Ainsley asked me if | believe the story
of Pentecost, as well as other parts of Christianity
as it is taught

Night is never a time to ask me OdeepO thoughts.

My mind is usually pretty tired by nigtime, and
my religious beliefs take a lot of energy to explain.
Let me try a few tenets:

| believe in God. | believe that God is a force
beyond our understandinigdo not believe God is a
man or father any more than Godaiwoman or
mother. Gender and the enjoyment of gender is a
gift from God to GodOs creatures. If | refer to God

sharing. He simplified the Ten Commandments intc
the simpler OLove the Lord your God with all your
heart, all your soul, all yor strength, and all your
mind; and love your neighbor as yourself.O Read tt
Gospels, Ainsley, as | did, but donOt wait until you
are so much older, as | did. Jesus, even if his story
was embellished, was an amazing man, worth
following.

| donOt know alob the resurrection. | have read
all the different accounts of JesusO appearances a
his crucifixion. He was flesh and blood, he walked
through walls, people didnOt recognize him. 101l jus
leave that one to understand when | get to the Gre:
Beyond.

Truly, when | have difficulty explaining my
feelings to myself or to others, | think of Jesus.
Jesus also was bound by language. Instead of tryir

as OHeO or OHim,0 it is a failure of language, not an to figure things out with God, 1 find it easier to

indication of my belief in H8 gender.

| do not believe that Jesus was GodOs only Son.
God, if He is truly omnipotent, can have as many
sons and daughters as He wants. | tend to think that
Mohammed, Moses and Buddha may also have
been sons of God, relevant to speak GodOs word
within their own cultures.

My jury is out on the Immaculate Conception. |
knew a couple of girls who tried to get away with
that one. 1tOs doubtful that Jesus was born in
Bethlehem, or in the middle of winter, but the story
is beautiful, moving and mysteriouss A young
Catholic girl, | felt that there was far too much
focus on virginity, and that this one thing separated
OgoodO girls from ObadO girls, and missed the far
more important aspects of Jesus and his family.

| believe that Jesus had mental capabditie
beyond the understanding of his friends. That they
were also beyond the understanding of his enemies
caused him significant difficulties. | donOt know
about his personal relationships with women, but
most good Jewish boys had good Jewish girlfriends.
| donOt spend much mental energy here.

| believe that Jesus had an understanding of and
relationship with God. He taught his followers to
look outside their close groups to others: the poor,
the disabled, the nedews. He taught them that
loving oneOs enersies something to be striven for.
He taught them tolerance. He taught them-non
violent resistance. He taught them compassion and

work through Jesus, knowing he, too, could
understand therhitations of language.

For about 300 years, until the First Council of
Nicea, Christian followers throughout the
Mediterranean region foughtand killed each
other- over the argument about whether Jesus was
born the son of God or was the adopted so@ad.
| donOt know which side of that argument | would
have supported but | have a suspicion | would
have been thrown out of Nicea.

As far as the Old Testament goes, | prefer the
first Genesis account to the second. | donOt have
much problem reading th&loah and other Old
Testament personalities were hundreds of years ol
There were no calendars. TheyOre stories. The
stories are meant to be enjoyed and to teach.

| donOt care to spend a lot of time OdisprovingC
the Bible. Christopher Hitchens has costkthat
market. Better to wait until | get to the Onext stepO
to understand.

| donOt believe in an afterlife Hell, as it is often
described as the eternal repository for people such
as me- which gives me the freedom to express
what many might consideiné sacrileges expressed
in 1 through 10, above.

My God and | and Jesase comfortable
together.

Y Karen McPherson



